
Across Israel ς for those who have heard the reports ς there is shock and 
disbelief that the terrorist attack on a 15-year old Jewish boy in Ariel in 
March 2008 may have been a case of Jewish terrorism.  It is a hard concept 
for Jews to accept ς a horrific act of Jew-on-Jew terrorism. Having been the 
victims of such acts throughout the annals of history, to believe that Jews 
could become exactly like their persecuting enemies is almost unthinkable 
to most Jews. The unthinkable is not softened by the cold insistence from 
ǎƻƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘŜŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛǎ άƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ WŜǿƛǎƘέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ 
in Yeshua (Jesus). 

Yaakov Teitel, an ultra-Orthodox settler, appeared for the first time in open 
court December 10th to stand trial for multiple murder and attempted 
murder charges including the Purim 2008 attack on a Messianic Jewish 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǿƻǳƴŘŜŘ 5ŀǾƛŘ ŀƴŘ [ŜŀƘ hǊǘƛȊΩ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘΣ 
Amiel. 

The case places several sensitive and controversial issues in public view, 
from the troubling rise of a new Jewish extremism within the settlements 
to the appalling state of civil and religious freedom protection for 
Messianic Jews in Israel. It is a case that Israeli authorities might be anxious 
to see quietly brought to a swift end with the conviction of a deranged 
άƭƻƴŜ ǿƻƭŦέ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǳƴǇŀŎƪŜŘΦ  

But that is not the truth of this case, as we have learned from 21 months of 
following the case via weekly input from the Ortiz family. 

This article seeks to shed light on why the police theory that Teitel acted 
without accomplices cannot be correct. It contains details recorded in the 
real time of the unfolding of events from March 20, 2008 to the present. If 
the whole story is not told, the trial could actually circumvent justice 
bringing only one perpetrator to account. That would leave his compatriots 
ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƛǎƎǳƛŘŜŘ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŜȄŀŎǘ ΨDƻŘΩǎ 
ǾŜƴƎŜŀƴŎŜΩ ƻƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻƳ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŘŜǘŜǎǘŀōƭŜ ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎΦ   

Donna Diorio 
December 9, 2009 

On the day Jack Teitel went on trial for the attempted murder of Ami Ortiz  
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1 One Year After the Terror Bomb Explosion  Interview and Story with Ami Ortiz This is the English translation of an article   written by an Israeli 
Youth, Liel for an Israeli Messianic Youth Magazine http://www.israelprayer.com/articles/One_Year_After_the_Bomb_Explosion.html 
 

211- 28-09 personal response from David & Leah Ortiz to a question 
 

3 ¢ƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎǘΥ Ψ[ƻƴŜƭȅΩ ƪƛƭƭŜǊ ǎŜǘǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǇǳǊƎŜ LǎǊŀŜƭ  by Shallé McDonald, ICEJ Staffer for the Christian Jerusalem Post, Dec 2009 (ICEJ 
email copy) 
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A security camera covering the third floor stairwell 
captured the terrorist placing the IED (improvised 
explosive device) just inside a gated hallway to the 
Ortiz residence door.  

He was painstakingly careful to guard against the 
cameras capturing any details of his face. With his 

head lowered, wearing a cap and sunglasses, he also 
took the precaution of holding a white kerchief over 
his nose and mouth with his left hand. In his right, and 
presumably dominant hand, he carried the disguised 
bomb. The package placed where it would be clearly 
intended for the Ortiz family, he turned and whisked 

              1.  A public exposure or a revelation,  
              2. A formal exposition of facts.   

Part I ς Purim 2008: Haman Visits Ariel  
An act of religious extremism targets Israeli Jewish 
ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎ ƻƴ tǳǊƛƳΦ Ψ²ƛŎƪŜŘ IŀƳŀƴΩ ƛǎ  
finally busted in October 2009.  

The day before Purim on March 20, 2008 

Security cameras on the third floor entrance to the 

Ortiz apartment documented the terror bomb 

being placed for the Ortiz family to find.1 Cameras 

covering the street level showed a man exiting a car 

that had circled the block twice, then let him out up 

the street from the Ortiz apartment building.2 The 

driver of the vehicle was veiled to hide his identity, 

demonstrating that he was not unaware of the 

ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊΩǎ ƳǳǊŘŜǊƻǳǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ3 

After exiting the vehicle the perpetrator walked up the street, entering the Ortiz apartment building 
wearing a large backpack. This was another calculated effort to not draw attention in the neighborhood 
because a festive booby-trapped Purim basket was hidden from view inside the backpack. No one that 
happened to be on the street would take special notice of the man in an IDF uniform wearing a backpack. 
It was a common sight. More importantly, no eyewitness would later be able to give identifying details of 
seeing a soldier carrying a brightly colored Purim basket into the building.   

Once inside the building, the terrorist removed the bomb disguised as a gift. He left the backpack behind, 
ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƻƴƭȅ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŀŘƭȅ άƎƛŦǘέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ŦƭƻƻǊΦ /ƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎǘŜǇ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
the advance scouting to locate security cameras inside the building and on the street. This was a 
premeditated act that involved several people who took every precaution to avoid identification and 
apprehension.  
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Soon the youngest son of David and Leah Ortiz, a  15-year old who had 
overslept missing school that day, would open the Purim basket at the 
family kitchen table.   

!ƳƛΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ōǊǳƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ ŜȄǇƭƻǎƛƻƴ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ 
to kill his father David because he is a minister of the gospel to Jews and 
Arabs.  It was  a bomb rigged to do maximum damage to everyone in the 
room. The blast blew out every window in the apartment, as well as 
windows in cars on the street. 

 

Photographs show Ami just minutes after the blast and some of the  damage in the immediate vicinity of 
the blast zone. The bomb, packed with bolts and screws was meant to kill and maim all in the room. 

Ami lying conscious minutes after the blast 

Cabinets pocked with the blast 

Kitchen table where the Purim basket was opened  

Windows blown out, walls riddled with bolts  

Doors & shelves blown off  
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Ami, a few weeks before the bombing, 
holding his nephew.  



It would be ironic that the biblical 
holiday of Purim was chosen as the day 

for a Jew to attempt to murder a 
Messianic Jewish family ς that is, if the 
date had not been specifically chosen to 
make a point. In 1994 another American 
Jewish settler committed a shooting 
massacre at the Cave of the Patriarchs in 
Hebron. In that Purim attack, Baruch Goldstein 
opened fire with an automatic rifle, killing 29 and 
injuring 129 Muslims worshipping at a mosque on 
the Arab side of the religious site. He too would 
see himself as enacting a Maccabee-type attack on 
the enemies of Israel.  

Based on the Book of Esther, Purim is a holiday 
that recalls the story of evil Haman concocting a 
genocidal murder plan to exterminate the Jews 
ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŜȄƛƭŜ ƛƴ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ tŜǊǎƛŀΦ ²ƘŜƴ IŀƳŀƴΩǎ 
depraved plan is overthrown and he is hung on the 
gallows on which he had intended to hang the Jew 
aƻǊŘŜŎƘŀƛΣ ǘƘŜ άƭƻǘέ όǇǳǊƛƳύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ 
to be with the Jews. The weapon that had been 
formed against the Jews was overthrown and a day 
of rejoicing is declared for Jews to celebrate 
through all generations by festivities and sending 
gifts to one another.  

In modern Israel the celebration bears some 
resemblance to the American Halloween holiday in 
that everyone dresses in costumes and gives gifts 
of candy and other goodies to one another. One 
big difference is that in Purim the costumes 
portray the main characters of the Bible ς with 
kings and queens wearing tiaras and capes ς not 
ghouls and goblins.  

¢ƘŜ άƳƛǎƘƭƻŀŎƘ Ƴŀƴƻǘέ ς the sweets basket is all 
part of the fun. It would not be an unusual gift to 
be found on the Ortiz doorstep the day before 
Purim.  The assassin placed the basket inside the 
gate with a large Happy Holiday gift tag visibly 

facing out.  It was handwritten ς  άƛƴ IŜōǊŜǿ ǿƛǘƘ 
{ŀōǊŀ ƘŀƴŘǿǊƛǘƛƴƎέ (meaning fluent native-Israeli 
Hebrew penmanship). This is significant because 

Israeli authorities claim that the 
man arrested for the crime ς 
Yaakov Teitel ς acted alone. There 
are many problems with that 
assertion including the fact that the 
accused is a fairly recent immigrant 

from the U.S. with minimal command of verbal or 
written Hebrew4.      

 

 

 

 

Like ultra-Orthodox extremists often express, the 
bomber fancied himself in the heroic role of 
Mordechai ς not cast as the villain, evil Haman5. If 
he could peer honestly into his own heart, he 
would see that this was the act of an aggressor and 
a persecutor ς ƴƻǘ ŀ ΨŘŜŦŜƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ WŜǿǎΩ ŀǎ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ 
deceived himself to believe. In a treat basket, he 
delivered a truly nightmarish Halloween trick 
instead. 

This is a critical point because the mindset of those 
who are persecuting the Messianic Jews of Israel 
believe themselves to be defending Jews from 
άƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊƛŜǎέ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ άǎǘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƭǎ ƻŦ 
WŜǿǎΦέ6 Some consider the Jews who believe in 
Jesus to be more dangerous than Hamas 
terrorists.7 

 

Israel Purim baskets 

411- 28-09 personal response from David & Leah Ortiz to a question 
5Meet Daniel Pinner:  an extremist West Bank settler By Chaim Levinson Haaretz 12-5-09 
63-6-09 Ami Update 
7The Evangelical-Messianic Crossover (as if there was ever a difference) by Ellen W. Horowitz 4-29-09 Shilohmuings.blogspot.com 
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http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1132531.html
http://shilohmusings.blogspot.com/2008/04/evangelical-messianic-crossover-as-if.html


άDƻŘ ƛǎ ƪƛƴƎΗέ8  Teite l shouted during a 
remand hearing recently, adding that he had no 
doubt God approved of his actions. "It is a 
pleasure and an honor to serve my Lord. I do not 
ǊŜƎǊŜǘ ƛǘΦέ 

As an increase of Jews coming to 
faith has risen over past decades, so 

has the popular argument risen 
that they are no longer Jews.  
The reasoning is that because 
they have betrayed Judaism by 
coming to faith in Jesus, they are 
no longer Jews but now are 
gentiles (Christian). Those who 
persecute them have this 
common denominator: they 
believe that they are protecting 
Jews from traitors of Judaism ς ex-Jews who have 
become Christians making them more dangerous 
to the soul of Judaism than Hamas. 

If Teitel held any doubts that he was 
ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ŜȅŜǎ 
by persecuting the targets he chose, 
the just-published book, ¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ 
Torah would remove his doubts. 
Written by the Rabbi of the Yitzhar 
settlement the book gives halachic 
license to kill gentiles and even 

innocent children in situations in which their 
presence endangers Jewish lives.10 Halachic means 
according to Jewish religious law ς biblical, 
Talmudic and rabbinic.  

Within the Israeli public it should be stressed that 
those who believe to this extreme are a religious 
minority, because Israel is in majority a secular 
state.  

However, it is important to recognize that the 
extremist minority are much more protected by 
Israeli authorities than one of their favorite targets 

of persecution, the Messianic Jews. Too many 
threats, too many incidents of harassment are not 
treated as serious incidents by police or the 
courts.11 Arrests are few, but threats coupled with 
illegal incidents are a continuous fact of life for 
Israeli Jewish believers. 

Most Israeli Messianics keep the proverbial stiff 
upper lip when it comes to the persecution and 

threats they often experience.  
They are mindful not to stir up 
ant i-Semit ic sent iment by 
communicating what is going on 
with  them in the Jewish 
homeland. The believers in 
Israel are living examples of the 
Sermon on the Mount, walking 
c i r cu m s pe c t l y  re g a r d i ng 
persecution, by turning the 

other cheek and forgiving those that persecute 
and abuse them.  

It is a fine line to walk out, especially for parents 
who have lived through the horror of a bomb 
ōƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƻƴΩǎ ƘŀƴŘǎΦ ²ƘŜƴ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ 
stands in that place, the truth of the message you 
preach is put to the real test. It is no longer what 
your theology is, but what your reality with God is.  
In this the Ortiz family has been a sterling 
example. 

ά²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ LǎǊŀŜƭΦ ²Ŝ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ ƻŦ 
LǎǊŀŜƭΦ !ƴŘ ƛƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎƻΣέ 5ŀǾƛŘ hǊǘƛȊ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΣ 
άǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōƭŜǎǎ Iƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀŘΦέ12 

Now that the ordeal has entered the stage where 
evidence will be aired in a public trial, the Ortiz 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅ Ƴǳǎǘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜΣ ƴƻǘ ƭŜǘ ΨƭƻǾŜΩ 
keep them from speaking the truth. There will be 
pressure upon them not to press for a full 
disclosure of the facts in this case, and some of it 
will even come from within the Body. 

4 

 

 

 

 

ά²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ 
Israel. We worship 
ǘƘŜ DƻŘ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΦ ά 

David Ortiz 

8¢ŜƛǘŜƭ ŀǎ ǘǊƛŀƭ ōŜƎƛƴǎΥ ΨDƻŘ ƛǎ ƪƛƴƎϥ by Ben Hartman Jerusalem Post 12/9/09   
9/ƻƻƭΣ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ΨWŜǿƛǎƘ ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎǘΩ ǎƘƻǿǎ ƴƻ ǊŜƳƻǊǎŜ ƛƴ ŎƻǳǊǘ By Chaim Levinson, Haaretz Correspondent  11-13-09 
10West Bank rabbi: Jews can kill Gentiles who threaten Israel Haaretz 11-9-09 
11U.S. State Department 2009 International Religious Freedom Report:  Israel and the occupied territories Bureau of Democracy, Human 
Rights, and Labor October 26, 2009   
12Hope for Israel Newsletter of Moran Rosenbilt ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ tŜǊǎŜŎǳǘŜŘέ December 2009 Special Edition 

 

http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?cid=1260181026843&pagename=JPost%2FJPArticle%2FShowFull
http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1127910.html
http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1126890.html
http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2009/127349.htm
http://hope4israel.org/pdf/HFI%20Newsletter%20Dec%202009_web%20version.pdf


ά¢ƘŜ .ƻŘȅ ƛƴ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƭƛƪŜǎ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀǊŘǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΣέ 5ŀǾƛŘ hǊǘƛȊ ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿΦ 
ά¢ƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ǎƻ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭƭ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦ LŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
engage in the simple art of communication, the enemy will defeat us. But once we lay down our cards, 
ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘΣ ǘƘŜƴ we Ŏŀƴ Ǝƻ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΦέ13 

 

Continue reading online now at:   

 
Part I ςPurim 2008: Haman Visits Ariel An act of religious extremism targets Israeli Jewish believers in 
WŜǎǳǎ ƻƴ tǳǊƛƳΦ  Ψ²ƛŎƪŜŘ IŀƳŀƴΩ ƛǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ōǳǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нллфΦ 

Part II ς Threats Precede Violence Hate speech, harassment and violence lay the buildup to attempted 
murder against targets with the Messianic community of Israel who are stalked and spied on. 

Part III ς The Family Grapples with the Unthinkable  That is, the Ortiz family, the family of indigenous 
believers in Israel, and the greater family of Israeli Jews ς citizens and officials.  

Part IV ς Meanwhile in the Real World What must we do to safeguard innocent people from those willing 
to commit religious terrorism? Counter terrorism experts are telling, but is anyone listening? 

Part V ς Israeli Justice on Trial What is at stake in the trial of Yaakov Teitel is a hidden spiritual truth.  It is 
ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘǊƛŀƭǎ ƻŦ DƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ŀǎ ŦǊƻƳ IƛƳ ǳƴǘƛƭ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ 
the test is over.  In this trial, Israel is also choosing in measure her own future ς άCƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ 
ȅƻǳ ƧǳŘƎŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƧǳŘƎŜŘΦέ 

 

 
 
 

13Hope for Israel ibid  
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Part IIτThreats Precede Violence 
 
Threats to the Ortiz family had begun months before the bombing as fliers were 

distributed in the streets of Ariel with photographs of David Ortiz and other Messianic believers warning: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Like other Messianic Jews throughout Israel, the Ortiz 

family was used to being targeted by hate speech and also used to 
exercising prudent caution for the sake of personal security. Several 
congregation facilities and other properties of believers have been fire 
bombed over the past decade and threatening speech has almost always 
preceded the violence. 

Reports of the threats ς especially those leveled against the leaders of the 
Israeli Messianic congregations ς have been on the rise since around 2005 

ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ά5ƛǎŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘέ ŦǊƻƳ DŀȊŀ . The wrath and contempt built up 
for Israeli authorities within the religious-nationalist camps have found 
Messianic believers a convenient target for lashing out.  

Newspapers and web sites catering to the 
religious-nationalists have become quite open in 
opposition to Israeli Messianic Jews in Israel. 
There is very little restraint concerning what they 
are allowed to say or do. Religious articles 

ŘŜŎƭŀǊƛƴƎ άǿŀǊέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊƛŜǎέ ŀǎ WŜǿƛǎƘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƻŦǘŜƴΣ 
ŀƴŘ άŀƴǘƛ-ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅέ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƭƛƪŜ ¸ŀŘ [Ω!ŎƘƛƳ ǎǘƻƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜǎ ƻŦ ƘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ 
harassment.  

It was only a matter of time before intimidation of individual believers and 
attacks against their properties would escalate to attempted murder.   With the 
bombing of the Ortiz family, that line was crossed.    

 

 

ά/ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ !ǊƛŜƭΣ .ŜǿŀǊŜΗ  
These people are Christian Missionaries 

 that masquerade as Jews  
and belong to a cult called Messianic Judaism." 14 

14One Year After the Terror Bomb Explosion by Liel, a Messianic youth, March 2009  

 

Example of a flier circulated against a Mes-
ǎƛŀƴƛŎ ǇŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ ƛƴ !ǊŀŘ  ǿƘƻǎŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
and congregation have also been targeted 
by fierce, ongoing persecution. 

http://www.israelprayer.com/articles/One_Year_After_the_Bomb_Esplosion.html
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One self-proclaimed Israeli anti-missionary web site spies on indigenous believer ministries in Israel. The 
information that it publishes is picked up by activist readers in Israel that translate the intel into various 
forms of persecutionτwhatever is within the means to do. 

 
 
Left:ά¢ƘŜ !ƴǘƛ-{ŜƳƛǘƛŎ ΨaŜǎǎƛŀƴƛŎΩ 
!ǇǇƭŜ 5ƻŜǎƴΩǘ Cŀƭƭ CŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
TreeΧέ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ¸ŜǎƘǳŀ 
LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ {Ƙŀƴƛ CŜǊƎǳǎƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ 
daughter of  Messianic leaders and 
elders in Israel, Ari and Shira Sorko-
Ram of Maoz Ministry.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

The Ortiz family was also being probed in advance of the bombing. 
They had received suspicious telephone calls in months prior from both 
men and women requesting their location in order to attend to the 
worship services. As a rule, Israeli ministries do not widely publish the 
physical location of their congregations or homes. As a matter of 
security they must keep their contact information carefully guarded 
from unknown inquirers. 

 

Just three months before he planted the Purim 
terror bomb, for instance, the confessed bomber Yaakov Teitel 

contacted the Ortiz family via email using an alias, Daniel Ivgeny. He 
wrote that he was interested in attending their next service and asked 
for the congregational address ς which is housed in the same building as the family residence. The email 
aroused suspicions about someone they had no prior contact with, so David and Leah decided not to 
answer it but to keep the correspondence on file. 

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ Ŏŀǳǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ άŀƴǘƛ-ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅέ 
ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ¸ŀŘ [Ω!ŎƘƛƳ ƭƛƪŜǎ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƳƻƭŜǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ς 
people that pretend to be genuinely interested but are only 
coming for the nefarious purpose of gathering information about 
members that can be used to cause them trouble. Plants are also 
used in U.S. Messianic congregations to gather information on 
Messianic Jews planning to immigrate to Israel. Names are fed to 
like-minded anti-Messianics within the Interior Ministry that 
oversees all coming in and out of Israel. 

 

Notice the apple graphic is carved with a Christian symbol plus skull and crossbones. 

 

 

9ȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ƻƴ άWŜǿƛǎƘ LǎǊŀŜƭέ  
anti-Missionary web site 
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In western democratic nations, an email request like the one Teitel sent the Ortiz ministry would not have 
been given a second thought, but Israeli ministries are forced to operate with more security consciousness.   
Even those who are involved with the Israeli indigenous ministries have learned to be cautious with sharing 
their information, and discerning of those who seek it. Giving out information too freely ς not being wise 
as serpents and harmless as doves ς can lead to many harmful consequences for both Arab and Jewish 
believers in Israel.       
    

 More examples of anti-Christian & Messianic articles in Israeli religious media 

A young Israeli reporter poses as a new 
ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊ ǘƻ ŘƛǎƘ ΨǘƘŜ ŘƛǊǘΩ ƻƴ ŀ ¢Ŝƭ !ǾƛǾ 
Messianic congregation. Her article, 
ά.ŀǇǘƛȊƛƴƎ /ǳƭǘέǎŜŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾŜǊōƛŀƭ ŘŜƳƻƴ 
behind every bush. 
 

The full article is translated on the Maoz 
Israel web site in the Sept 2008 Monthly 
Report. 
 
http://maoz.convio.net/site/News2?
abbr=maoz_&page=NewsArticle&id=6875&news_iv_ctrl=-1  

Protesting a true report �áƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅέ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƛǊǘȅ ǿƻǊŘ ƛƴ LǎǊŀŜƭ 
indicating a predator. 

Targeting properties of  

believers in Israel? 

After the bombing, police asked if they had received 
any suspicious emails.   

5ŀǾƛŘ ŀƴŘ [ŜŀƘ ǇǊƻƳǇǘƭȅ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŦǊƻƳ ά5ŀƴƛŜƭ LǾƎŜƴȅέ ǘƻ 
police investigators. When police arrested Yaakov Teitel on October 7th 
they placed a gag order on the Israeli press reporting of the arrest while 
the investigation continued. When the gag order was lifted one month 
ƭŀǘŜǊΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ ŀƴŘ [ŜŀƘ ǊŜŀŘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ƛƴ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊǎ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ¢ŜƛǘŜƭΩǎ 
use of the internet had played a part in the arrest. 

!ƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ hƭŘ /ƛǘȅ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ŎŀŦŞΩ  


